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Rainer Moenke is a German ornithologist who wanted to maximize two full days in transit in Singapore 

to bird. His friend, Robert, also came along and so a two day birding tour was arranged.   

We started Day One with a walk down the muddy Rifle Range Link just after 6.00 am in semi-darkness 

and it took a while before we heard the first owls. I was surprised not hear any Collared Scops Owls but 

as we got near Jelutong Tower, we heard two Brown Hawk Owls calling, then three. A careful search 

managed to produce one bird perched high up a tree for great looks.  

It was getting brighter as we reached the boardwalk leading to MacRitchie Reservoir. A flash of blue and 

white revealed a Blue-winged Pitta but it flew off into the forest. We checked the forest where it had 

disappeared but only succeeded in flushing a Large-tailed Nightjar.  

We had the usual White-throated Kingfisher and Blue-tailed Bee-eaters at MacRitchie Reservoir and 

waited for the sky to get brighter. More birds came including Coppersmith Barbet, Sunda Pygmy 

Woodpecker, Banded Woodpecker, Long-tailed Parakeet, Lesser Green Leafbird, Daurian Starling and 

Orange-bellied Flowerpecker. Much later, we saw three Grey-rumped Treeswifts and a Glossy Swiftlet 

feeding above the reservoir with other swiftlets and Pacific Swallows. Bird activity was good and we 

even had an unexpected Red-crowned Barbet coming to a low cinnamon to feed on its fruits and give us 

fantastic looks of its many colours.  

It was past 9.00 am when we decided to walk back to the forest. Midway through our walk back, we had 

another encounter with a second Blue-winged Pitta and this time, it hung around a stream, enabling us 

to get good looks.   

 It was breezy when we got up Jelutong Tower and we had our only Blue-throated Bee-eater of the tour 

perched nearby in resplendent colours, a female Blue-winged Leafbird close up, passing Common Hill 

Mynas, an Asian Red-eyed Bulbul, and lots of sunbirds and flowerpeckers.  Again, we took our time 

looking for birds and enjoying the view, and it was an hour before we left it for the long walk back to 

Rifle Range Road.  

It was a wonderful morning and we tallied an impressive total of 53 species in just over four hours. 

After breakfast, we made our way to Sungei Buloh Wetland Reserve. We reached the park around noon 

and explored the main pond as well as the remoter Route 2. It was low tide when we arrived and so the 

main hide did not produce any shorebirds, only Little Egrets. 

We took the boardwalk that cut through the mangroves on the western part of the wetland reserve and 

saw our only Pied Fantails of the tour. We took the opportunity to check the ponds and found 

Whimbrel, Common Redshank, Marsh Sandpiper, Common Greenshank, Common Sandpiper, Pacific 
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Golden Plover and Lesser Sand Plover here, as well as more Little Egrets and one Yellow-billed Egret. We 

also found a pair of Ashy Tailorbirds making a nest in a sea hibiscus bush. 

 

Ashy Tailorbird in mangrove at Sungei Buloh. Photo © Rainer Moenke 

By the time we got back to the main bridge, it was already 2.00 pm and time for lunch. A faint scream 

alerted me and I was able to locate two Grey-headed Fish Eagles, one flying and the other perched on a 

dead tree.  

Lunch was consumed in air-conditioned comfort in a food court, and we also took the opportunity to 

update our bird lists. 

Our last stop for the day was the Singapore Botanic Gardens. We arrived at 4.45 pm and I opted to check 

out the Evolution Garden where a Jambu Fruit Dove had been seen only hours earlier. An hour later, we 

had still not found our dove and we only got sore necks for our efforts. They were however several 

dozen Daurian Starlings and a few Blue-crowned Hanging Parrots. 

We moved later to the Symphony Lake and scanned for more birds in the encroaching dusk. The lake 

was quiet but we managed to flush a Yellow Bittern and scope a perched male Violet Cuckoo for a 

decent total of 25 species in almost two hours. At 6.30 pm, we called it a day after netting a day total of 

85 species, focusing mainly on sites in western Singapore. Day Two would be spent birding in the east.   



Day Two started an hour later and first on the agenda was breakfast at Chang Village at 7.00 am. We had 

thosai and prata with coffee and tea, and were soon checking out the birds around us. We awoke the 

neighbourhood gang of cockatoos and easily found both Tanimbar Corella and Yellow-crested Cockatoo. 

Also easy were the noisy Red-breasted Parakeets, Red Turtle Doves and best of all, a pair of Oriental 

Pied Hornbill.  They flew off and we followed them to a fruiting fig beside a Sikh Temple. Scanning the 

tree, we found that it was full of Asian Glossy Starlings and a few Coppersmith Barbets. 

 

Tanimbar Corella inspecting a tree cavity at Changi Village. Photo © Rainer Moenke 

 

Our next stop was Changi Cove. It was bright and cloudy when we drove through the rhu forest looking 

for birds at 8.30 am. It was real birdy with many birds calling. We found in quick succession, Lesser 

Coucal, Brown Shrike, Spotted, Red Turtle and Zebra Doves, and White-breasted Waterhen as we moved 

deeper into the rhu forest. About 1 km in, I spotted a raptor with a long wispy crest perched on a tall 

ǊƘǳΦ WŜǊŘƻƴΩǎ .ŀȊŀΗ L ƳƻǘƛƻƴŜŘ ǘƻ Ƴȅ ŎƭƛŜƴǘǎ ǘƻ ƘŀǾŜ ŀ ƭƻƻƪ ŀǘ Ƴȅ ǎŎƻǇŜ ŀǎ ǿŜ ǿŀƛǘŜŘ ŀƴŘ ŦƻǳƴŘ 

altogether seven bazas.  We had them in view for a full ten minutes before they got nervous and moved 

north.  

At another trail, we checked for more birds and found Baya Weaver and mixed flocks of munias 

comprising Scaly-breasted, White-headed and Black-headed. We also saw lots of Paddyfield Pipits, three 

Brahminy Kites and four Black Bazas on the move. 

It was a good stop and we clocked 40 species in 90 minutes including the bazas. 


